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of the Reformed Churches which were admittedly not prescribed
in Scripture, but it is also in part due to the widespread feeling,
often testified to by all the Reformers, of being weighed down and
oppressed by the rites of the Church which were compulsory and
yet useless. But it in no way detracts from the authority of the
Word of God in determining the proper ceremonies of the Church,
The Word lays down the basic principles, but it has pleased God
to leave men free to choose in matters where their eternal salva-
tion is not directly involved; but this freedom is also bestowed
by the Word of God, which is here, as ever, supreme.
That Calvin believed the Word of God to determine the or-
ganization of the visible Church is shown by the fact that all the
instructions which he gives in the matter are immediately justified
from the Word of God, and usually from those parts of the New
Testament which describe the constitution of the Apostolic
Church. Moreover, when he has come to the end of these instruc-
tions he says: 'so much for the ordering of the Church's govern-
ment, as it has been handed down to us from the pure Word of
God, and for the ministries as they were instituted by Christ3;
and, as he goes on to speak of the early Church, he praises it in
these words: 'although the bishops of those times brought out
many canons in which they seemed to express more than was
expressed in the sacred writings, yet they ordered all their polity
with such caution according to the one norm of the Word of God
that you can easily see that they had almost nothing in this direc-
tion which was alien to the Word of God.'1 We appear, then, to
be amply justified in holding that Calvin organized his Church
exactly according to the Word of God, and in fact tried to
reconstitute the Apostolic Church.
This is the conclusion reached by most Lutheran scholars, but
it is hotly contested from the Reformed point of view by Werder-
mann and Doumergue, who say that Calvin set up his Church
according to the general principles of the Bible, but not according
to its detailed instructions. The argument proffered is that
Calvin in the 1536 edition of the Institutes says almost nothing oJ
lay elders, that in the 1539 edition i Timothy iv. 14 ('Neglect not
the gift which is in thee, which was given thee by prophecy, with
the laying on of hands of the presbytery5) is interpreted of the
ministry rather than of the laity, although the elders had already
in 1539 been set up in Geneva; and that in the 1543 edition lie
justifies the institution of elders from Romans xii. 8 ('he thatgivethj
1II, 788 (Inst,9 IV, iv, i). The detailed instructions are on the preceding pages.